THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
military posts on the outskirts have been bombed. But, of course,
we have as much right to bomb Rome as the Italians had to bomb
London last year, when they thought we were going to collapse;
and we should not hesitate to bomb Rome to the best of our ability
and as heavily as possible if the course of the war should render
such action convenient and helpful.
Then there is the case of Persia. I see complaints that we have
acted feebly and hesitatingly in 'Persia. This surprises me very
much. I do not know of any job that has been better done than
that. With hardly any loss of life, with surprising rapidity, and in
close concert with our Russian Ally, we have rooted out the malig-
nant elements in Teheran; we have chased a dictator into exile,
and installed a constitutional Sovereign pledged to a whole catalogue
of long-delayed, sorely-needed reforms and reparations ; and we
hope soon to present to the House a new and loyal alliance made
by Great Britain and Russia with the ancient Persian State and
people, which will ratify the somewhat abrupt steps we were forced
to take, and will associate the Persian people with us not only in
their liberation but in the future movement of the war. It must,
indeed, be a captious critic who can find a pretext to make a quarrel
out of that. The Persian episode, so far as it has gone, would seem
to be one of the most successful and well-conducted affairs in which
the Foreign Office has ever been concerned. It ill deserves the
treatment it has received from our natural and professional crabbers.
In conclusion, let me once again repeat to the House that I
cannot give them any flattering hopes, still less any guarantee,
that the future will be bright or easy. On the contrary, even the
coming winter affords no assurance, as the Russian Ambassador
has candidly and shrewdly pointed out, that the German pressure
upon Russia will be relaxed; nor, I may add, does the winter give
any assurance that the danger of invasion will be entirely lifted
from this island. Winter fog has dangers of its own, and, unlike
last year, the enemy has now had ample time for technical prepara-
tion. We must certainly expect that in the spring, whatever
happens in the meanwhile, very heavy fighting, heavier than any
we have yet experienced in this war, will develop in the East, -and
also that the menace to this island of invasion will present itsel I in
a very grave and sharp form. Only the most strenuous exertions,
a perfect unity of purpose, added to our traditional unrelenting
tenacity, will enable us to act our part worthily in the prodigious
world drama in which we are now plunged. Let us make sure these
virtues are forthcoming.
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